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Dear Angels Among Us Stakeholder, 

It is my privilege to provide you with 
the 2021 Angels Among Us Annual 
Report.  Serving as Chairman for the 
last two years has been a humbling 
experience. I have had the opportunity 
to see first hand the major impact 
our organization is having on families 
from our area who are experiencing 
a pediatric cancer diagnosis. 

In 2021, amid the continued global pandemic, Angels 
Among Us provided assistance to 135 families from 
across Nebraska and western Iowa.  Rural families 
who travel hundreds of miles for treatment; single 
parents who are forced to leave other children behind 
to care for their sick little one; and urban families 
experiencing financial toxicity due to their child’s illness. 

Angels Among Us strives to meet the needs of 
these families in an efficient but caring manner so 
that they can focus on what matters, their child.  As 
you read through the attached pages, you will learn 
some of their stories.  You will also learn about the 
new and inventive ways we are trying to meet the 
financial and emotional needs of these families. 

As someone who has experienced childhood cancer 
in my own family, I am so grateful for the hundreds 
of you who have given your time and talent, and 
who have given your employees for volunteering 
and supporting us.  We know none of what we 
do is possible without your generous support. 

Thank you on behalf of the Board and staff of Angels 
Among Us for your continued commitment.  And special 
thanks to the doctors, nurses and other healthcare 
workers who have endured immeasurable stress during 
this difficult time.  Know that we appreciate all you do. 

Sincerely, 

 

John Grose, Chairman, Angels Among Us  

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

INCOME & EXPENSES

2021 SOURCES OF INCOME
Grants $475,960

Individual & Corporate  
Contributions

$307,472

Special Events $435,942

In Kind $42,712

PPP Loan Forgiveness $35,300

Gain/Loss on Investment $75,689

Other Income $7,360

2021 EXPENSES
Program $678,007

Administration $134, 657

Fundraising $125,765

In Kind $42,712



Angels Among Us serves pediatric cancer families living in or being treated in Nebraska.  

WHERE YOUR GIFTS HELPED IN 2021
NEBRASKA
Adams – 1          
Antelope – 1       
Buffalo – 2          
Burt – 3               
Butler - 1              
Cass – 4              
Cedar – 1            

Colfax – 3  
Dakota – 3 
Dawson – 1 
Decatur - 1 
Dodge – 4 
Douglas – 38 
Dundy - 1 

Fillmore - 1 
Hall – 5      
Johnson - 1    
Keith – 1 
Lancaster – 8  
Lincoln - 3 
Madison – 2 

Platte – 4 
Red Willow – 1  
Sarpy – 12  
Scottsbluff – 1 
Sherman – 1 
Valley – 1 
Webster - 2 

IOWA
Buena Vista - 1     
Crawford – 1     
Mills – 3      
Page – 2     
Plymouth – 1     
Pottawattamie – 11
Sac – 1           

Shelby – 1          
Woodbury – 5    
 
MISSOURI
Atchison – 1      
 
KANSAS
Thomas - 1        

FAMILIES IN SUPPORT
135 $432,934

HOW YOUR GIFTS HELPED IN 2021

HOW WE STEWARD  
YOUR GIFTS
We ensure that your donations 
go to families in the most need 
of help. Bills are paid directly 
to the creditor identified by the 
family so you can be sure your 
gifts are used responsibly. Some 
of the things we fund include: 
rent, mortgage, auto payments, 
medical bills, utilities, etc

OVER THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS WE HAVE HELPED OVER  

630 FAMILIES WITH $3.4 MILLION IN SUPPORT

2021 SOURCES OF INCOME
Grants $475,960

Individual & Corporate  
Contributions

$307,472

Special Events $435,942

In Kind $42,712

PPP Loan Forgiveness $35,300

Gain/Loss on Investment $75,689

Other Income $7,360

2021 EXPENSES
Program $678,007

Administration $134, 657

Fundraising $125,765

In Kind $42,712



EMOTIONAL SUPPORT  
PROGRAMMING
LAUNCHING IN 2022
Why are we doing this? Angels Among Us and the Grace Abbott School of Social Work partnered 
together to take a closer look at Angels Among Us’ pediatric cancer families and how they struggle 
both financially and emotionally. It was found that 94% of families experience some sort of work 
disturbance and 42% of families stated one or both caregivers had to quit a job due to their child’s 
illness. It was also found that 60.5% of caregivers indicated clinically significant distress with PTSD-like 
symptoms, and those of lower socioeconomic status with less education had higher stress. Cancer-
caused financial stress only further increased this. With this evidence, Angels Among Us has built a 
comprehensive emotional support program for the patient child, siblings, and caregivers. 

Men’s Recharge is bi-monthly activities  
for male caregivers of children with  
cancer- sponsored by WealthPlan  
Partners/Feltz WealthPlan, Wade 
& Christine Behlen

Kids Link is a monthly program for 
kids ages 2-12 and their siblings- 
sponsored by Justin & Katie Lieffers

Caleb’s Coffee is a coffee program for 
families during in-patient stays at Children’s 
Hospital & Medical Center- sponsored by 
the 2019 Mustaches for Kids campaign

Teen Link is a monthly program for teens 
with a cancer diagnosis and siblings ages 13-
18- sponsored by an anonymous donor

Family Events are events all members of the 
family can enjoy together. 

• Summer Movie Night- sponsored by Steve & 
Melisa Koesters

• Family Camp Out at Kimberly Creek 
Retreat Week 1- sponsored by Midlands 
Carrier Transicold

• Family Camp Out at Kimberly Creek 
Retreat Week 2- sponsored by Adam & 
Aimee Tice

• Trunk or Treat- sponsored by Friends of 
M4K and the Hamzhie Family

• AngelFlix- sponsored by VirtuActive 3D 
Drafting & Design

Women’s Recharge is bi-monthly activities 
for female caregivers of children with cancer. 
It’s a chance to take a break and recharge 
-  sponsored by Midlands Carrier Transicold

Healing Hearts is a bereavement support group 
facilitated by counselors for families who have lost 
a child to cancer- sponsored by Jim & Mindy Young



Brittany, Director of Family Programs: 
“As a mom who had a child battle pediatric 
cancer, I am most excited about providing 
more opportunities for families to 
connect outside of the hospital setting and 
providing each other with the support 
that we all so desperately need during 
the cancer battle which can be such an 
isolating time.”

Susie, Executive Director: 
“Hearing the words your kid has cancer is hard enough.  The f inancial 
and emotional toxicity that develops can be suffocating.  We aim to 
provide opportunities for families to forget for a little while, to connect 
with others who are experiencing the same things and to f ind comfort 
for kids and their families and a respite during their cancer journey.”

Callen Schwank, dad,  
“Knowing from other families that 
there is a light at the end of the 
tunnel can help you get through that 
day. This programming allows us to 
vent and talk to other people and 
find hope.”



The 2nd annual Birds & Beer bash was back and 
in a warehouse style event! We it safe and open-
aired to comply with covid safety. Our gracious 
hosts, Patriot Services, cleared out their storage 
facility for their cranes and heavy equipment 
leaving us ample space for over 10 different beer 
and food vendors, along with various games, a 
raffle station, and DJ. Roughly 250 participated 
and had a great time! Special thanks goes to our 

Save the date for 2022: April 28

FUNDRAISING EVENTS RECAP

other sponsors: Fusion Medical Staffing, Faith 
Technologies, Interstates, Buildertrend, NFM, 
Soul & Swag and the Nebraska Craft Brewers 
Guild. Thank you to all of the breweries and 
local restaurants that donated their product and 
time to make this event a success: Kros Strain, 
Upstream, Brickway, Site-1, First Street, Juke’s 
Ale Works, Skyybox, Hilton of Omaha, Clancy’s, 
Oscars, Geno’s, Best Bison and Caddyshack.. 



We celebrated our 15-year anniversary at An 
Evening Among Angels Crystal Ball in a big 
way. Our honorary chairs were Dr. James 
Armitage and Shirley Young Armitage, Aflac 
served as our presenting sponsor, and nearly 
550 guests attended. Over $400,000 was raised 
for our mission and we announced that we are 
kicking off emotional support programming 
to better serve the pediatric cancer families 
in Nebraska. We owe special thank yous to: 
WealthPlan Partners/Feltz WealthPlan, Wade & 
Christine Behlen as our Cocktail Hour Sponsor, 

Fusion Medical Staffing as our Honored 
Family Sponsor, Firesprint as our Signage 
and Candle Sponsor, special partner Bianchi 
Candle Co., the Brian Duensing Foundation as 
our Cocktail Games Sponsor and our Premier 
Level Sponsors: Pinnacle Bank, Veterans 
United Foundation, Midlands Carrier Transicold, 
David Spence Cancer Foundation, Mainelli 
Mechanical and Silverstone Group/HUB. Thank 
you to everyone who has supported us over 
the past 15 years and continues to give your 
time and treasures to further our mission. 

Fusion Medical Staffing as our Honored 
Family Sponsor, Firesprint as our Signage 
and Candle Sponsor, special partner Bianchi 
Candle Co., the Brian Duensing Foundation as 
our Cocktail Games Sponsor and our Premier 
Level Sponsors: Pinnacle Bank, Veterans 
United Foundation, Midlands Carrier Transicold, 
David Spence Cancer Foundation, Mainelli 
Mechanical and Silverstone Group/HUB. Thank 
you to everyone who has supported us over 
the past 15 years and continues to give your 
time and treasures to further our mission. 

Save the date for 2022: October 14 at CHI Health Center Omaha



OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
ARE SIMPLY THE BEST

2021 was a record year for us in many 
ways, but when it comes to community sup-
port, we were overwhelmed. We hit record 
high numbers for community events hosted 
for us, companies arranging internal cam-
paigns collecting items and funds, and so 

many businesses hosting wildly successful events 
for Angels Among Us. Over $100,000 was raised 
by the generous business and groups listed below 
and that is HUGE. Thank you to all… you are some 
of the many angels among us.

PJ Morgan Real Estate chose Angels Among 
Us as their annual charity partner and 
throughout the year hosted various events and 
internal campaigns to show support. From 
a St. Patrick’s Day happy hour, to a cornhole 
tournament, to a sell-out golf outing, PJ Morgan 
did it all. Throughout the course of the year 
hundreds of items were gathered and $13,000 
was raised! They set a goal to provide support 
to 2 local pediatric cancer families for one full 
year and they beat that goal. Thank you!

Our 11th annual golf outing was another sell-out 
event with 144 golfers participating! Thank you 
to our beverage cart sponsor Reditech, golf cart 
sponsor Anchor Roofing, Lunch Sponsor PILLAR 
Restaurant Group, Hole-in-One sponsor Gregg 

Save the date for 2022: July 11 at Champions Run

Young Automotive Group our corporate sponsors: 
Fusion Medical Staffing, KLC Logistics, Northwest-
ern Mutual, Pinnacle Bank and Prudential. The 
event was a huge success raising over $50,000! 



 

- A teenage cancer survivor



The Jace J Foundation was started to honor the memory of Jace Joseph Franson, our 
forever 4 year old. Jace and his little brother Brooks were both diagnosed with XLP1(X-linked 
lymphoproliferative syndrome) following Brook’s cancer diagnosis.  

“We partnered with AAU because the support that they gave our 
family during this time was impactful and inspiring. We are going to 
continue partnering with them along with other organizations to help 
families navigate their child’s diagnosis and their journey through the 
medical experience. “
“We are fortunate to be surrounded by an army of support with 
our family, friends, co-workers, etc., so we are very proud of how 
much money and awareness was raised at the first annual Jace 
J Foundation Golf Tournament. Seldom is the future less certain 
than after your child receives the diagnosis of a rare disease.  The 
Foundation’s funds help families with day-to-day life and distractions 
so they may focus on what is most important, their child’s health. 
Over $40,000 was raised at the first annual Jace J Foundation 
golf outing in partnership with Angels Among Us. “



For the third year in a row Fusion Medical Staffing gave our families much-needed holiday cheer! 
This year they hosted a Holiday Extravaganza party for families in the area to attend. This night 
was full of photos, holiday crafts, a visit from Santa, Mrs. Claus & The Grinch, dinner, and so much 
holiday fun. All Fusion employees got involved by purchasing gifts for all members of the cancer 
family, and mailing family holiday packages to those families that could not attend or live too far 
away to attend. 

“This partnership is invaluable to our families and something the families look 
forward to. It ’s such a bright light in their year and to see hundreds of Fusion 
employees love on our families is one of the most incredible things to witness.” 
-Alyssa Theilen



FAMILY STORIES

Grady was diagnosed with Pre-B Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) on April 6, 2020, 
at 2 years old. It was a day we will never forget. 
Receiving this diagnosis at such a young age was 
terrifying and confusing and especially difficult 
navigating with a global pandemic. We knew we 
had to fight alongside Grady and help him stay 
positive through it all.  Grady has continued his 
fight over the last 18+ months and he has been 
incredible through it all.  We deeply admire his 
strength! He is currently in remission and will 
continue treatment until June 2022. Grady loves 
construction and building job sites – you should 
see them all around our house! He is so strong 
and resilient and is excited to take on his new role 
as big brother in January. 

We are so thankful to have been introduced to Angels Among Us. It is an amazing 
organization to work with and allows us to enjoy spending time together as a family 
and worry less about the financial burden cancer treatment can cause on families.



Jackson had just turned 5 years old 2 months earlier, when on January 22, 2016, we got the news that 
no parents want to hear. They had found a large white mass in his brain MRI, a brain tumor. His GI Dr 
had requested the MRI, to rule out any other reasons that he was not growing, was vomiting everyday, 
and now had leg pains and severe headaches. 

The Neurosurgeon confirmed that yes, he did have brain cancer, most likely, Pilocytic Astrocytoma. 
He had surgery to remove the tumor, but it was too close to his spinal column to get it all. We were 
told that after surgery, he might not be able to walk, talk, or feed himself, but he got through with 
flying colors. Fast forward to 2018, he had gone through 2 rounds of aggressive chemo, but it wasn’t 
working, and cancer was spreading through his body, and we were told he might not make it more than 
12 months, if we couldn’t find something to help him. We went to Iowa City Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital, and they found an experimental drug, still going through clinical trials at St Jude, that we 
would qualify for. It is now 3 years later, and he is a thriving 5th grader, and doing all the things, we 
were told he might never get to do. 

Without Angels Among Us, we would have lost our home, lost our jobs, and lost our  
hope. They have been there for us from the very beginning, and we will always have  
a special place in our hearts for everyone there who have helped us along the way.



SAVE THE DATEWritten by Haylee’s mom: “I remember 
sitting in the hospital room days after 
Haylee’s diagnosis when the social worker 
came in to talk to us. When they explained 
that Angels Among Us was going to provide 
us financial support for the duration of 
Haylee’s treatment, I felt a huge weight 
lifted off my shoulders. I knew I was not 
going to be back to work any time soon but 
I also knew the bills wouldn’t stop coming in 
and I needed to focus on Haylee and getting 
her better. It was eight months before I 
finally was able to return to work and I still 
have a lot of time off with doctor visits, 
chemotherapy, etc. 

 
Angels Among Us continues to  

provide us financial support  
but they have even gone beyond that. 

They have provided us a sense of 
community as we navigate our  

new “normal”. 

They have connected us with other 
families going through similar journeys 

and they have made our journey feel 
less lonely, checking in on us and 

making sure we are doing okay. We 
cannot thank them enough for their 

support, both financially  
and emotionally!!



One day, Kathryn was at school having a 
normal day and we were trying to figure out 
the normal routines of life with a 4 and 1 
year old. The next day, everything stopped. 
When we received Kathryn’s diagnosis, we 
had no idea what to expect. We had to make 
phone calls to school, soccer, swimming, 
grandparents, and friends. We had to 
somehow tell people that Kathryn has cancer. 
We knew that it was Ewing’s Sarcoma, but 
beyond the name and a basic prognosis, we 
were in the dark. A week after we were told, 
Kathryn started chemo and the world was 
forever changed for us.

It was in the first few weeks of cancer that 
we learned the real meaning of community. 
We were completely humbled and amazed by 
not only our friends and family, but by people 
at our school and people we have never met. 
Everyone rallied to support us and Kathryn. 
Chief among this support has been Angels 
Among Us. Cancer has such financial impact 

on a family. Outside of medical bills and the direct 
costs there is extra gas going to and from the hospital 
all the time, getting special foods that Kathryn would be 
willing to eat, and countless other small things that add 
up over 10 months of treatment. Angels Among Us also 
provides social supports, programs, and a network of 
people who understand what we are going through.

I do not know exactly where we would  
be without the support of Angels  

Among Us and everyone around us. 

Cancer is isolating. It can feel as if the whole world is 
the size of a hospital room. Battles are fought with side 
effects on a daily basis and it wears at the soul. We go 
to bed wondering if sleep will come and wake up to a 
crying child. It can feel powerless when the only thing 
you can do is hold your child and try to tell her it will be 
OK when you don’t know if it will be OK. On these days, 
the last thing that comes to mind is what is for dinner. 

 The support of Angels Among Us has let us 
focus on the battles in the hospital.  
That truly means everything to us.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

John Grose- Chairman, Midlands 
Carrier Transicold

Nicole Skinner- Vice Chair for External 
Affairs, Nebraska Medicine

Jeremy Vokt- Vice Chair for Internal 
Affairs, Bland & Associates

Ryne Bessmer- Secretary, Strada Healthcare

Terry Davis- Buildertrend

Heather Howell- Alorica

Katie Henry- ACCESSBank

JR Johnson- Edgewater Insurance

Marlon Lofgren- Koley Jessen

Terry Patterson- Children’s 
Hospital & Medical Center

Kelly Ptacek- Foodbank for the Heartland

Andrea Stahl- Mutual of Omaha

MAILING ADDRESS 
3858 Jones Street, Suite A 

Omaha, Nebraska  68105 
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Susie Nelson

Assistant 
Director 
Alyssa@myangelsamongus.org

AAU Executive 
Director 
Susan@myangelsamongus.org

Director of  
Family Programs 
Brittany@myangelsamongus.org

Family & Office  
Support Specialist 
Lindsay@myangelsamongus.org

Family Advocacy 
Coordinator (part-time) 
Amy@myangelsamongus.org

Aly Theilen Brittany Friesen

DESIGN PROVIDED BY OLSSON®

Lindsay Stroupe Amy Kent

ERRORS & OMISSIONS Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this report. If something is incorrect, we 

sincerely apologize, and hope you will let us know so that corrections can be made in future publications and in our records.  

You may contact the Angels Among Us offices at (402)934-0999.

http://www.myangelsamongus.org
https://www.instagram.com/angels_among.us/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/aly-theilen/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/brittany-friesen/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/amy-kent/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/amy-kent/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/brittany-friesen/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/aly-theilen/
https://myangelsamongus.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors-staff/susie-nelson/
https://www.instagram.com/angels_among.us/
http://www.angelsamongus.org
https://www.facebook.com/myangelsamongus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/angels-among-us-omaha-ne/
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